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Ledbetter is a biochemist, an innovative home designer, 
a contractor, an outstanding jazz bassist, and one of the 
founders of Generations – a 
jazz ensemble consisting 
of generations of jazz 
professionals, instructors, 
family members and 
students. The band’s 
current lineup can be heard 
at the Know Bookstore 
almost every Friday night, 
and includes Ledbetter’s 
daughter, NCCU jazz 
studies student and 
vocalist, Adia Ledbetter. 

This Durhamite 
was getting his own 
undergraduate degree when 
he got bitten by the jazz bug 
and taught himself how 
to play the bass. However, 
the jazzman worried that 
he couldn’t make a living 
playing music, so he went 
on to get a PhD. at Duke. 

Following his post-doc 
and some time playing around in a laboratory, Ledbetter 
added one more title to his multi-talented portfolio: 
environmentalist. “I decided I would probably have more 
fun trying to prevent disease than finding some cure after 
there is a problem, or to work to eradicate the symptoms.” 

With that in mind, Ledbetter purchased land in the 
area and developed a solar community to help promote 

well-being and alleviate some 
of the energy problems 
associated with the 1970s 
oil embargo. He named the 
community Green Mill. 
Since then, Ledbetter has 
redefined the solar house. 
“As our solar houses evolved 
over 30 years, we came up 
with this concept we call 
‘the ark’,” he says. 

Ledbetter’s “ark” uses 
a steel frame to lift the 
structure into the trees, 
allowing a 2,300-square-
foot house to use 200 
square feet of land. “The 
structure can be built on 
nonconventional land 
such as a flood plain, the 
coast, or steep hills or 
valleys,” Ledbetter says, 
“which allows storm waters 
to drain into the ground 

instead of flowing into streams.” 
What’s up next for the 67-year-old man with five 

professions? “I’m now formulating plans for a wellness 
mall for retail specialties for alternative health care, 
spiritual wellness, and – including arts and music.  DM

When Freeman Ledbetter finished his doctorate in 
neurochemistry at Duke University in 1976, long before “green” 
meant anything more than a color and a mood, he got to thinking 
about his future. He had options, but his path was still surprising.

■ Ledbetter and his son and business partner, Tarik.


